
 

PRAYER  

of the  

FRIENDS of ALTON ABBEY 
 

Father, your Son Jesus Christ called us  

  to give up all to follow him. 

We ask your blessing on the Community  

  of Our Lady and Saint John at Alton.  

May we, as Friends of Alton Abbey,  

  assist and further the worship and work  

  of the Lord’s service in that place.  

We make our prayer  

  through the same  Jesus Christ our Lord,   

who lives and reigns with you  

  and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God,  world without end. 
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Alton Abbey has been in existence since 1895 as 

the home of a community of men following the 

Benedictine way of life within the Church of England. 

The Community itself was founded some ten years 

earlier on work among merchant seamen in foreign 

seaports undertaken by Father Charles Plomer Hopkins. 
 

Since the death of Father Hopkins in 1922, the   

Community’s work has gradually developed a greater 

emphasis on the monastic rather than the active 

apostolate, with the Liturgy of the Hours at the core of 

the communal life.   



 

The work with the mercantile marine has continued 

as a grant-making trust [the Seamen’s Friendly Society]  

since 1989, when the home for the elderly was closed. 
 

For over 100 years the Benedictine Abbey has been 

a prominent landmark just to the west of Alton. The 

buildings were designed by Sir Charles Nicholson, using 

Tintern Abbey as a model; the first monks did much of 

the construction using local flint. There is now continual 

need for renovation of the buildings and for the                

maintenance of the facilities both for the monks and their 

many visitors at a cost which is often beyond the limited 

resources of the Community. 
 

The ‘Friends of Alton Abbey’ was established in 

1980 as a registered charity to raise funds to support the 

charitable work of the Abbey and, in particular, to 

contribute to the costs of projects which the Community 

is unable to finance but which are essential to their life of 

witness and service. While much has been achieved by 

the Friends, there is always an ever increasing demand 

for help.   
 

The Friends raise money for the Community by 

arranging a number of events through the year, to which 

all Friends are invited to help run, contribute or attend.  

And we are constantly looking for ways to make the 

work of the Abbey better known and stimulate ever-

widening interest among those who would like to be 

associated with an Anglican Benedictine Community.    

 

 

One of the highlights of the year is the Annual 

Abbey Lecture which usually takes place in the autumn. 
 

All Friends are invited by the Abbot and the       

Community to attend the Conventual Mass on               

St Benedict’s Day [11
th

 of July] and the lunch which 

follows it.  And of course it is hoped that Friends will be 

able to join the Community’s worship at other times as 

well.  
 

Please help to support Alton Abbey by       
becoming  a Friend. 

 
The minimum subscriptions for annual and life 

membership are shown in the application form       

enclosed.  Cheques should be made payable to “Friends 

of Alton Abbey”.  

If you are a tax payer, please make the Gift Aid 

Declaration which costs you nothing but enables the 

Friends to reclaim tax, currently 25%, thus increasing the 

value of your subscription or gift, while a banker’s order 

will reduce the work load of the Honorary Treasurer. 

 

When you have filled in the form, please return it to 

The Honorary Treasurer, Friends of Alton Abbey, 
Alton Abbey, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4AP 

 

It can also be found online at the Abbey website:  

www.altonabbey.org.uk 
 

 


