
     

 FRIENDS OF ALTON ABBEY
 

          NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 
The     33rd   Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Alton Abbey  

 

will take place at Alton Abbey on
 

Thursday 11th July 2013  after lunch
 

in the Abbey Church
 
     Nominations are invited for ALL Office Bearers and Ordinary Members of Council.

Nomination papers should be returned to the Hon. Secretary, Dr Jill Hurley, 
Greensleeves, Bentworth, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 5JT, 
or to the Alton Abbey address below.
on or before  27th June, using the enclosed form.

 
AGENDA

 

1.         Apologies for absence

2.         Minutes of the previous AGM - July 2012

3.         Matters arising

4.         Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts

5.         Chairman’s Report

6.         Abbot’s Report

7.         Election of Officers

8.         Election of Ordinary Members of Council

9.         Appointment of Independent Examiner

10.       Forthcoming Events

11.       Any Other Business

 

 AOB  should preferably be advised to the Secretary at least 24 hours prior to the AGM at 
the address above;    01420 562126;   or  email: friends@altonabbey.org.uk

__________________________________________________

ARRANGEMENTS

The AGM continues to be held on St Benedict's Day.  It is an ideal opportunity to 
meet other Friends and your Council.

We are very grateful to the Abbot and Community for this special “family” day 
which they host in their home every year for Oblates, Companions and the 
Friends of Alton Abbey.

The Abbot and Community will send you a personal invitation to attend the 
Conventual Mass and lunch,  which precedes the AGM.

Friends of Alton Abbey, Alton Abbey, Abbey Road, Beech, Alton, Hants, GU34 4AP
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MINUTES OF THE 32nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE FRIENDS OF ALTON ABBEY HELD ON 11th  JULY 2012  AT 1.45PM 

Present:        Mr Christopher Pluck                      Chairman 
Major Michael Isherwood                Vice-Chairman
Mr Ian Munro                               Treasurer

                    Dr Jill Hurley                                  Secretary
Council Members:   Mrs Barbara Henry,      Ms Margaret Kerlogue,      

   Mrs Lynne Rapson,       Dr Sally Turner      
The Rt. Revd Dom William Hughes OSB   Abbot
The Revd John Draper  Oblates' Representative

and  20 Ordinary Members.

The Abbot started the meeting with prayer.
 

1.  Apologies: 1 Council Member ,  and  26  Ordinary Members
   

2.  Minutes:  The Minutes of the 2011 Annual General Meeting,  previously circulated, were confirmed and signed, 
proposed by Mrs Marjorie Godden, seconded by Major Michael Isherwood.
 

3.  Matters arising:         None. 

4.  Trustees’ Report and accounts:   The Treasurer spoke to the previously circulated accounts, pointing out that we 
had in the past year distributed to the Community  only £9,959 out of our income of £22,564. This reverses the Deficit  
Funding of the Prior Year, but 90% distribution remains our committed principle. He also said that as historically low 
interest rates prevail, our Income from deposits remains minimal.  So fund-raising would be even more important. 
 

5.  Chairman’s Report had previously been circulated.  He added that this year's events had gone well so far, with more 
to come.  And that Yvonne Bell had designed the Christmas Card which is selling well and available today.
 

6.  Abbot’s Report had previously been circulated. He drew attention to the updated website: www.altonabbey.org.uk, 
and thanked Neil Perry for all his work on this,  and for teaching the Abbot IT – he can now send emails. The website  
gives the Community news, including Br. John's profession in First Vows, Br. Benedict's clothing as a Novice, and Fr Alan  
Salmon who is a Postulant, a long time Friend of Abbot William from his parish in Wales. He thanked all the Friends for  
their love and support of the Community,  which is much appreciated. 
 

7.  Election of Officers:  Those who had agreed to stand this year: Chairman – Chris Pluck; Treasurer – Ian Munro;  
Secretary – Jill Hurley, had been proposed, seconded, and, as no one else had offered, were duly elected.  
Major Michael Isherwood had completed 5 years as Vice Chairman, and had not wished to continue. The only member  
who has volunteered to serve as Vice Chairman is Lynne Rapson, who was proposed, seconded and duly elected.
The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Michael for his sterling work on Council,  and his continued support. Those  
present confirmed this with applause.
The Chairman also took this opportunity to thank Audrey Sherren, who after 8 years on Council has also stood down.  
She will continue to organise Plant Sales, and help with events, and this and all her previous work has been much  
appreciated;  members also gave her a round of applause.

8.  Council Members:  History was made, as for the first time there was an election for the 5 Council members. Each of  
the 6 members proposed were introduced and said a few words about why they would like to serve on Council. After a  
secret  ballot  the following were elected:  Mrs Barbara Henry,  Ms Margaret  Kerlogue,  The Revd Simon Douglas  Lane, 
Dr Sally Turner, The  Revd Richard Warhurst , who will serve for one year.  
     

9.  Independent Examiner:  The Treasurer again pointed out the excellent service provided by Mrs Jackson.  
Mr  Tim Whishaw proposed  and  Dr  Jill  Hurley  seconded  the  re-appointment  of  Mrs  S  J  Jackson  as  Independent  
Examiner.   This was agreed unanimously.

10.  Forthcoming events:  The Chairman  drew attention to the further events this year:  3rd August Hymns & Pimm's
Sunday 26th & Monday 27th August - Col. Patrick Daniell’s Open Garden at Itchen Abbas, which may be the last  year. 
Friday 12th October - 10th Annual Abbey Lecture to be given by Rt Revd Christopher Herbert PhD, 
Friday  9th November   “An Evening of Entertainment” by the Community and Friends. 

11   Any other Business:   The Revd John Draper  proposed a change to the Constitution: “That Council members could 
only  serve  for  3  consecutive  years,  then  stand  down  for  one  year,  before  standing  again.”  This  provoked  much  
discussion, and was amended to 5 years, as more realistic. Mrs Pat Brockway, a previous Council member, pointed out 
that there were not many members prepared to stand, and finding Officer and Council volunteers had always been  
difficult. The Constitution requires that amendments be submitted to the secretary 21 days before the meeting, and  
circulated to all members 14 days before.  
The Council will therefore draw up a proposal to be voted on at the next AGM, in 2013. 

                                                                             The meeting closed with prayer.
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FRIENDS OF ALTON ABBEY
Registered Charity No: 284876

 

Report of the Trustees for the year to March 31st 2013
 
The Council of the Friends of Alton Abbey,  being the Trustees of the Charity, present their 
Report for the year ended 31st March 2013
 

The members of the Council, elected at the AGM in July 2012, were
Chairman                             Mr Christopher Pluck OSB Obl. 
Vice-Chairman             Mrs Lynne Rapson
Treasurer                              Mr Ian Munro
Secretary                              Dr Jill Hurley
Council members: Mrs Barbara Henry

Ms Margaret Kerlogue   
The Revd Simon Douglas Lane,
Dr Sally Turner 
The  Revd Richard Warhurst

Ex Officio    The Abbot                 The Rt. Revd  Dom William Hughes OSB
      Appointed by the Abbot :  Oblates’ representative:Canon John Draper OSB Obl
 

The Charity was established on 13th April 1982 and registered by the Charity Commission 
on 7th June 1982. The original Constitution was revised in 1988, 2001, and 2004.  The 
Charity’s address is Alton Abbey, Abbey Road, Beech, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4AP 
 

The Object of the Charity is to support the charitable work of Alton Abbey by inviting and 
receiving funds in the form of subscriptions, donations and the holding of events.   Funds 
are expended or transferred to Alton Abbey in response to specific requests and at the 
discretion  of  the  Council.  In  the  12  months  to  March  2013  such  funds  amounted  to 
£13,455.
 

Membership of the Friends of Alton Abbey is open to any person or group that supports the 
object of the Charity on payment of the subscription prescribed from time to time by the 
Council.  
The current membership is as follows   (2012 figures in brackets)                       

Life Members                         123        (124)           
Annual Members                    193     (197)       
Group Members                         2       (2)
Total                                    318 (323)

 

The Charity’s  financial  year  runs from 1st  April  to  31st  March.  The attached financial  
statements show the income and expenditure for 2012 / 2013 and the balance as at  31st 
March 2013.
 

The  Charity  has  accounts  with  National  Westminster  Bank  plc,  CAF  Bank  Ltd.,  and 
Skipton Building Society.  

The Honorary Independent Examiner is Mrs S. J. Jackson A.C.M.A.,  
The Maize, Lower Stanton St. Quintin,  Chippenham,  Wiltshire,  SN14 6BY
 
  
 
          (signed)                                On behalf of the Council
                                                            by the Chairman
                                                            Christopher Pluck 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 March 2013

Registered Charity No: 284876   

      Unrestricted    Restricted Total Total
   Notes  Funds Funds 2013 2012

Income & Expenditure        

        

Income        

Subscriptions (Gift Aid/Covenant)  2 9540  9540 10850

Subscriptions (Other)    1120 1120 1500

Top up Gift Aid    0 0 0

Donations (Gift Aid)  3 940 940 563

Donations (Other)    81 81 479

Fundraising & Appeals  4 7008 7008 8985

Tax Refund    0 0 0

Deposit Interest    270 270 187
     

Total Income     18959 18959 22564

        
Direct Charitable 
Expenditure

      

Abbey Expenditure  5 13455 13455 9959
    13455 13455 9959

Other Expenditure       

Fund-raising Costs  4 1403 1403 1151

Administration Costs  6 523 523 278

    1926 1926 1429
     

Total expenditure    15381 0 11388

     
Net Income for the year    3578 0 11176
     
Fund balances brought forward    40451 0 29275
     

Fund balances carried forward   0 0 40451

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2013

Current Assets     2013 2012
        
Debtors (tax refund & events)  7  481 625

Balances at Bank - Nat West Current a/c   459 289

                             - CAF Deposit a/c    15506 4787

                             - Skipton BS     28166 34750

TOTAL     44612 40451
        

Current Liabilities        

        
Advance Ticket Sales  8  583 0
        

Net Assets     44029 40451

        
represented by       
        
Unrestricted Income Funds     44029 40451
        
Restricted Income Funds     0 0
        
     44029 40451
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FRIENDS OF ALTON ABBEY
Registered Charity No: 284876

Notes to the Accounts for the period ended 31 March 2013   

1 Accounting Policies   

    

           These Accounts have been prepared under the historic cost convention  and  

  in accordance with the applicable accounting standards and the Statement   

  of Recommended Practice on Accounting by Charities.   
    

2 Subscriptions  2013 2012

   £  £ 

 Gift Aided  7632 8673

 Rebate due (20/80)     1908 2168

 Transitional Relief 1 Apr 2011 to 5 Apr 2011    9

9540 10850

3 Donations  

 £  £ 

 Gift Aided  752 450

 Rebate due (20/80)  188 113

     940    563 

4 Fundraising & Appeals Costs Proceeds Net Net

£ £  £ £ 

 Christmas Cards 353 1060 707 604
 Calendars 220 420 200 251
 Open Gardens 565 565 5656
 Music & Magic 0 650

Abbey Lecture 271 1085 814 673
Unusual Entertainment 98 1740 1642 0
Abbey Entertainment  * 219 945 726 0
Plant Sales 150 883 733 0
Hymns & Pimm's 92 310 218 0
Instant Sunshine (See Creditors)
Concert (See Creditors) 

1403 7008 5605 7834

5 Abbey Expenditure

£ £ 

Tree Mgt Equipment 1269

St Benedict's Day   700  

Novice Education  833  

 Stations of the Cross  550

 Guesthouse Furniture  3484

Freezer 700

Hen House 432

Kitchen Works 2100

Lighting 1707

Oven      1528 

Mugs for Guest Kitchen 152

  13455 9959

6 Administration Costs  

£ £ 

Postage & Stationery  323 178

AGM Expenses 0 0

Gift to Honorary Auditor & others  200 100

 

   523 278
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2013

7 Movement of Debtors £

Debtors as at 31/03/12  625
   Less tax rebate received         Qtr to 31.03.12 625
                                                   Qtr to 30.06.12                        505

                                                   Qtr to 30.09.12                        481

                                                   Qtr to 31.12.12                        629

  Total  0
 

Plus  
 Tax relief subscriptions/donations - current year 2096

    

 Debtors as at 31/03/11  481
  

 Debtors List  

  £

 Gift Aid Claim 1/01/13 to 31/03/13  481

Total    481

8 Movement of Creditors 
Creditors as at 31/03/12 0
Advance Ticket Sales Instant Sunshine  563

Advance Ticket Sales Concert  20
 

Creditors as at 31/03/13 583 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT 
TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE FRIENDS OF ALTON ABBEY

 

I report on the accounts of The Friends of Alton Abbey for the year ended 31 March 2013, which are set out 
on pages 1 to 3.
 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
 As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit 
requirement of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply. It is my responsibility to 
state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners 
under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my attention.
 

Basis of independent examiner’s report
 My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items 
or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. 
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.
 

Independent examiner’s statement
 In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(1)  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 
    ·     to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and 
   ·      to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting  
       requirements of the Act have not been met; or 
(2)  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
       understanding of the accounts to be reached.
 

Signed:               Mrs S J Jackson, A.C.M.A.
                             The Maize, Lower Stanton St Quintin, 
Date:       Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN14  6BY
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FRIENDS OF ALTON ABBEY
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2012 – 2013

My Dear Friends
I  have  just  returned from the  Abbey and have  been  thrilled  to  see  so  many wonderful  

coloured flowers in the grounds. We have had to wait a while for Spring to commence this year, but 
then, all of a sudden, everything seems to be trying to make up for lost time! Like all the activity in 
the gardens, the Friends’ Council has been busy too and thanks to your continued kindness and 
generosity, we have been able to support and help the Community in many projects and initiatives.

Our ever increasing programme started at the end August when the Friends supplied teas and 
refreshments  at  Col Patrick Daniell’s  Open Garden at  Itchen Abbas,  alas,  for  the final  time as 
Patrick will  be moving away from the area and I  am sure that  you would wish to  join me in 
thanking him for all his kindness over many years. Our 10th Annual Abbey lecture in October was 
given by the Rt Revd Christopher Herbert on the theme of Winchester and the Easter Sepulchres 
and provided us with a fascinating illustrated presentation. In November, the Community and their 
friends  (The  Abbey  Footlights)  staged  an  evening  of  entertainment  consisting  of  sketches, 
monologues and musical extracts that was enjoyed by all.  In May, we were treated to a memorable  
evening in the company of Instant Sunshine who provided a variety of comic songs and sketches in  
their inimitable style and had many of the audience in tears of laughter, including the Chairman! 
We are indebted to Mark Portious, the Abbey cook, for preparing and cooking delicious meals after 
all our evening events. At the end of May, the Friends had a Quiet Day with Mass at 9.30am and 
two addresses were kindly given by Dom Anselm on the Trinity and the Holy Spirit. The day then 
concluded with tea at 4.00pm; as always, we are very grateful to Abbot William and the Community 
for providing us with this valuable day of peace, reflection and prayer. 

Looking further ahead, the Friends will be represented at the Alton Community Centre on 
1st June during the Alton Charities Together Day, and the day after on Sunday 2nd June in the 
afternoon, there will be a plant sale at the Abbey organised by Helen Wilson and we are indebted to 
her not only for organising this event but also in supplying plants to the Abbey for sale throughout 
the year. A concert will be taking place on Friday 5th July by David Watkins (Harpist, Composer 
and Arranger) and Friends in what will be a truly memorable occasion. Six days later, on Thursday 
11th July, will be our AGM and I do hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend. 
As you can see from my report, we have held many events this year and we always welcome new 
ideas and suggestions for future fundraising initiatives, so please do use the forum of the AGM to 
let us know.

Without the hard work and dedication of the Council and the many Friends and supporters 
who give so generously of their time, none of these events would be so successful and I thank them 
personally for  their  endless  energy and help.  Also my special  thanks go to  Ian Munro for  his  
unstinting work and advice as our Treasurer, and to Jill Hurley, our Secretary, who has continued to 
wear numerous ‘hats’  and whose energy is always limitless. It has been a privilege to be your 
Chairman for another year and thank you all for your continued kindness, tolerance and support.

With my very best wishes 
       to you all

Yours sincerely

Christopher Pluck, Obl, OSB

Chairman
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Concert  -  David Watkins & Friends
              July 5th   Friday     7pm

 

 David is a  Harpist, Composer, & Arranger,  
 His friends are a violinist and a singer.
     It will be a magnificent evening.

Tickets: £20 include wine and finger food to follow the Concert 
available from:  The Secretary,  Friends of Alton Abbey,

Alton Abbey, Abbey Road, Beech, Alton, GU34 4AP

Cheques should be made payable to   “Friends of Alton Abbey’.
Please include a SAE & a telephone number and/or email address

For further information: friends@altonabbey.org.uk



FROM: The Right Reverend Dom William Hughes OSB

Dear Friends, 

As I put these few words together I  am looking out of my study window onto a 
beautiful  sunny  morning  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky  (perhaps  summer  has  arrived?)
So to some news from the community. Sadly Prior Andrew's father was taken into hospital 
towards the latter part of May and died a week later. Prior Andrew visited every day and  
was  a  great  support  to  his  stepmother  and the  whole  family.  He had the  privilege of  
conducting  his  father's  funeral  which  was  a  great  blessing  for  himself  and  his  family.
Abbot  Giles  had  the  joy  of  spending  a  period  of  over  a  week  with  Bishop  Jonathan 
travelling around the Southampton area of our diocese talking about Lectio Divina and 
Benedictine Spirituality.
 

On the 8th June one of the postulants, Mark Witherspoon, will  be clothed in the 
Benedictine  Habit  and  continue  his  journey  of  discernment  in  the  monastic  life.  
Mark  Eachus a  former  novice  (Brother  James)  has returned  to  the  monastery and is 
progressing well on his journey of discernment.  Please keep them both in your prayers.
 

The guesthouse continues to keep us all very busy. It is so good to meet so many 
wonderful people and hear them say at the end of their visit that they cannot wait for a  
return visit  (we must  be doing something right).  As I  write  we have the second week 
allocated for a group of our Oblates who are in retreat with us this week. It is a joy to see 
and to spend time with our oblates at this time, while Dom Timothy leads them in retreat.
 

As I draw this short report to an end, I would like to take the opportunity of saying on 
behalf of the community how very grateful we are for the love support and prayer that is  
offered to the community by the 'Friends'  and to say a BIG thank you to the Friends'  
council for all the hard work they do in support of the community.
   

With my Blessing to you all,

+William  O.S.B.   Abbot                       

From The Secretary:
Our members are scattered world wide,  but those of you who live near enough to come to 

the Abbey 4 or 5 times a year for Council meetings please consider standing for election this year. 
Happily we have a volunteer to take over from Ian Munro as Treasurer. I do not intend to stand for  
office next year so I very much hope someone will come forward as Secretary.  I will be happy to 
provide back up,  and perhaps continue with sales, depending on what the new secretary would 
like,  but it really is time for someone else to take my place on Council.  I originally stepped in as a 
temporary measure in 2004!  Meetings are currently planned for  Friday afternoons,  and dates 
agreed at each meeting, so are flexible.

Tickets are available for all future events:  Concert on  5th July– details on page 7.
Hymns & Pimm's   26th July  7pm, a great success last year:  tickets £5 available from  Br. John, 
the Guestmaster:  guestmaster@altonabbey.org.uk,  or by post to the Abbey.
Lecture 4th Oct  7pm: Dr Simon Roffey: Excavations at the Medieval Hospital of St Mary Magdalen, 
Winchester   “Over a quarter of all hospital foundations in medieval England were leprosy hospitals. Since 
2008 archaeological research conducted at St Mary Magdalen, Winchester, has provided a valuable insight  
into both the form of early institutional care and the nature and status of its community from a relatively early  
date.  The  evidence  confirms that  the  hospital  is  one  of,  if  not  the,  earliest,  excavated  examples  from 
medieval Western Europe dating to between AD 1070 and 1090. It is clear that the hospital was a pioneering
establishment of both charitable and institutional health care, and may have represented a blue-print model  
for future medical care. This illustrated lecture will discuss the results of this important project so far.”

Tickets £25, to include supper, available from me, as for the Concert.

8


	STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
	FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 March 2013

